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POINTS FOR PRAYER
Praise and Thank God f

1 The faithful prayers and
support of you our
partners and families. ¢

1 Safety and protection while in PNG
and for the time spent with family
and friends in PNG

1 The ministry opportunities whilst at
home.

1 The provision of a car which
enabled us to travel around.

9 The safe retun to Brisbane and
driving 700kms to Walgett.

1 Protecting our home at Walgett
while away in PNG.

Pray for:

I The Churchsituation back home.
There will be fear of God.

9 Theland issue that it will be
resolved soon and in a peaceful
way.

1 Ricky, Amogbrother that he will
continue to hold on to his new
found faith. Pray for wisdom and
protection upon his life and family.

9 Our adpstment back to Australia
and to keep focus on the Lord
calling.

1 Safety from road accidents and
traffic infringement.

1 The right timing for our deputation
program this year.

Read in the special
edition the visit to
Christian Leaders 6Training
College in PNG
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SEASONSGREETINGS

S e a s greetings to you all our dear partners!
The late issue of this edition was the result of being asayolidaysin Papua Nev
Guinea We arrived in PNG on the $0of November 2009 After a weekAmos joined his

Australian Indigenous Ministries (AIM) ol | eagues at the Chri
(CLTC) in the Western Highlands Provin
visit is covered in our special edition.

We spent rast ofthefestive season inthe vilaga b o ut an dubofithe&isy of

Port Moreshy. It was good to catch up with our immediate and extended families incl
relatives. Our involvement witthe village churchactivities andssueswas very demanding
This editionbasically highlights some of the activitie® were involved wittduring our time
at home.

LMS WEEK

(Above left)Doreen assists with a Samoan song (Above right) A group presentation

Our first Sunday upon arrival was spent at the village (outside of Port Moreshy) wh
attended the closing of the London Missionary Society (LMS) Wegikh isnormally held
at the end oNovember The gospel fir sto Garbrai gnatielydm
1876 through the missionary work of LMShe mission alsdad a great impact in tt
southern part of PNG called P a p Tte.LMS work extended from Tahithrough
Polynesiarand Micronesiamrountries and intdlelanesia includind®NG.

The LMS week is celebrated annually by the United Church in PNG mostly by thos
the region of Papua. The LMS (strongly associated @i@hgregational Church in Englan
established the Papuan church cal@d® a p u a Evhiah later imarged with the
Methodists to fornwhat is nowthe United Church of &guaNew Guinea

The weeks activities includereflecting on thearrival of the gospel,the re-enactnent of
the arriva) Choirs contemporarngongsand dancetaught bymissionaries (more particularl
from Polynesia)wvere presented by various groups. The wdedn enéd with a serviceof
Praise and thanksgivirtg the Lord forthe gospel

We were given the opportuypito share about our work here in Australia. We challer
the church that LMS has come and given us the gospel. Yet this gospel must contier
taken to others. We reminded our people that our great missionary heritage does not
us from the demnds of the great commission. On tbersonal noteDoreen was ver
emotional because her parents were part of the great missionarynwelich she was bor
in Papua. Her people brought the gospe

Memory Lane - Early LMS missionaries to the Papuans

(Above left) Early Samoan missiondes to Papua, (Above right) The Papuan washiefs in the
many died from malaria, attackedand killed. All for early years of missionary confrontatiol
the sake of the gospel sitting on their War]l
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CHRISTMASAT HOME _ , .
| Our Christmas at hombeganwith a church service led
Amos. HisChristmasmessagavasii The Di f f er e
the NewB o r n  takenfprd Matt. 2:215. (i) the reactiorof
Herodwhich was anger and hatred, (ii) the chief priests whc
not care and were not interested &iiflthe wise men who aded
and worshipped the new born kingle pointed outthat if
Christmas was to be meaningthkenthe wise meids reaction was
a goodexamplefor us to follow.

This was followed by the Chatimas celebrations the next ¢
(i.e. Saturday the 2Bof December).

(Above)Part of the Christmas celebration (Above)Doreen guides the children with thir item

Kenny 0 found it a bit difficult at home. It was a cross-cultural experience. His usual routine in the comfort of
home was gone. He was disoriented and sick thus resulting in losing his appetite. However, on the positive note he
was able to get around with his cousins and made a lot of friends. He endured the humidity and braved the
mosquito bites which he was always aware of. He was aware that we were in another country because he always
said to his father, daddy, | want to go home far far away.

OTHER ISSUEFOR RRAYERS
T Church divided n 1 e

(Left) The village church building

(Right) Worshippers in the building
in good times (before the split)

Our time at homevith family was goodHowever, o the hand itvas sad andisappointingbecause ofwo major issueshat
affectedour holidays The first is thedivisionin the local churchSinceits establishmenin most of theMotuanvillages(including
other Papuan villaggschurchediavebeenand continugo beat the cent of the community lifeMost d the traditional structure
have been integrated into the church community life by éM$ missiorariessince the 870s. Hence, when tlehurchbecomes
unstable, it affects the whoterm ofthevillage.

This is the current situation witbur local church at homevhich wasdivided as a result of a mutiny hyastors against the
superiorsfor disciplinaryreasonsThe majority of the populationsuppmrted thisrebellion with aggressiorand rejected the clerc
appointed by theauthoities of the United Church of PNG Those who remained faithfalnd continued tosubmitto authority
moved out andongregated in a makeshift shelt®thersbeing confusedtopped gaig to clurch

We were caught in the middle but after much heart searching aner peagrted to worship with the group that submittie:
authority Amos attended eeconciliation proceswitiated by the had of the UC in PNGut with nobre&through He alsovisited
thekey leader ofherebelpastors and talkedith him. Pray that our brothers will oge to repentance.

Land dispute

Customary land is heldearly in many Melanesan societies and comes with a price thah cost lives if notarbitrated
properly. In thehighlandsof PNGthis is seen itribal fights while in the coastal areas confrontations garbeyond thehysical
or natural. Amos and hisnly surviving youngebrotherdRickybare confronted with theedence of their customary land. Agail
them are thosevere graciously allowedby Amosb grandathel) to garden and enjoy the fruits of their labour. However, tl
relatives(the RanusandVaname}shave turned against Amos and his brotReay for Ricky who is alonand playsAmosorole in
his absence o

Pray also for justice and truth t
prevail amongst the land mediatoasd
village court magistrates who can
easily bribed. Pray for the fear of G¢
Amos has said that thieand belongs t
God and we are just custodiaffsneed be
Amos will have to go home to stand wi
his brother.

Amodvillage (Gabagaba)y Thedisputed land(inserted picture of Ricky)
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