
         

 
                   

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶  The faithful prayers and        

support of you our                 

partners and families. 

¶ Safety and protection while in PNG 

and for the time spent with family 

and friends in PNG. 

¶ The ministry opportunities whilst at 

home. 

¶ The provision of a car which 

enabled us to travel around. 

¶ The safe return to Brisbane and 

driving 700kms to Walgett. 

¶ Protecting our home at Walgett 

while away in PNG. 

Pray for:  

¶   The Church situation back home. 

There will be fear of God. 

¶   The land issue that it will be 

resolved soon and in a peaceful 

way.  

¶ Ricky, Amosõ brother that he will 

continue to hold on to his new 

found faith. Pray for wisdom and 

protection upon his life and family. 

¶ Our adjustment back to Australia 

and to keep focus on the Lordõs 

calling. 

¶ Safety from road accidents and 

traffic infringement. 

¶ The right timing for our deputation 

program this year. 

Read in the special 

edition the visit to 

Christian Leaders õ Training 

College  in PNG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

    

SEASONS GREETINGS!  

(Above left) Early Samoan missionaries to Papua, 

many died from malaria, attacked and killed. All for 

the sake of the gospel 
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Seasonôs greetings to you all our dear partners! 

The late issue of this edition was the result of being away on holidays in Papua New 

Guinea. We arrived in PNG on the 20
th
 of November 2009. After a week Amos joined his 

Australian Indigenous Ministries (AIM) colleagues at the Christian Leadersô Training College 

(CLTC) in the Western Highlands Province (an hourôs flight from Port Moresby). The CLTC 

visit is covered in our special edition. 

We spent most of the festive season in the village (about an hourôs drive out of the city of 

Port Moresby). It was good to catch up with our immediate and extended families including 

relatives. Our involvement with the village church activities and issues was very demanding. 

This edition basically highlights some of the activities we were involved with during our time 

at home. 
 
  

 
LMS WEEK  

(Above left) Doreen assists with a Samoan song (Above right) A group presentation  

 Praise and Thank God for  

   

 

 

POINTS FOR PRAYER  

Gabagaba village coastline, PNG  

 

Our first Sunday upon arrival was spent at the village (outside of Port Moresby) where we 

attended the closing of the London Missionary Society (LMS) Week which is normally held 

at the end of November. The gospel first arrived at Amosô village óGabagabaô in the year 

1876 through the missionary work of LMS. The mission also had a great impact in the 

southern part of PNG called óPapua.ô The LMS work extended from Tahiti through 

Polynesian and Micronesian countries and into Melanesia including PNG.  

The LMS week is celebrated annually by the United Church in PNG mostly by those from 

the region of Papua. The LMS (strongly associated with Congregational Church in England) 

established the Papuan church called óPapua Ekalesiaô which later merged with the 

Methodists to form what is now the United Church of Papua New Guinea.   

The weekôs activities include reflecting on the arrival of the gospel, the re-enactment of 

the arrival, Choirs, contemporary songs and dances taught by missionaries (more particularly, 

from Polynesia) were presented by various groups. The week then ended with a service of 

Praise and thanksgiving to the Lord for the gospel. 

We were given the opportunity to share about our work here in Australia. We challenged 

the church that LMS has come and given us the gospel. Yet this gospel must continue to be 

taken to others. We reminded our people that our great missionary heritage does not exclude 

us from the demands of the great commission. On the personal note, Doreen was very 

emotional because her parents were part of the great missionary work in which she was born 

in Papua. Her people brought the gospel to Amosô people. 
  

 

(Above right) The Papuan war chiefs in the 

early years of missionary confrontation 

sitting on their war platform called ôDubuõ 

  

Memory Lane - Early LMS missionaries to the Papuans  



     

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

        

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Above) Part of the Christmas celebration 
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CHRISTMAS AT HOME  

(Above) Amos preaching to congregation seated 

(Left) The village church building 

 

(Right) Worshippers in the building 

in good times (before the split) 

Amosõ village (Gabagaba) ð The disputed land (inserted picture of Ricky) 

OTHER ISSUES FOR PRAYERS 

Church divided  

Land dispute  

Our Christmas at home began with a church service led by 

Amos. His Christmas message was ñThe Different Reactions to 

the New-Born Kingò taken from Matt. 2:1-15. (i) the reaction of 

Herod which was anger and hatred, (ii) the chief priests who did 

not care and were not interested and (iii) the wise men who adored 

and worshipped the new born king. He pointed out that if 

Christmas was to be meaningful then the wise menôs reaction was 

a good example for us to follow.  

This was followed by the Christmas celebrations the next day 

(i.e. Saturday the 26
th
 of December).  

 
  

 

(Above) Doreen guides the children with their item 

Our time at home with family was good. However, on the hand it was sad and disappointing because of two major issues that 

affected our holidays. The first is the division in the local church. Since its establishment in most of the Motuan villages (including 

other Papuan villages), churches have been and continue to be at the centre of the community life. Most of the traditional structures 

have been integrated into the church community life by early LMS missionaries since the 1870s. Hence, when the church becomes 

unstable, it affects the whole norm of the village.   

This is the current situation with our local church at home which was divided as a result of a mutiny by pastors against their 

superiors for disciplinary reasons. The majority of the population supported this rebellion with aggression and rejected the clergy 

appointed by the authorities of the United Church of PNG. Those who remained faithful and continued to submit to authority 

moved out and congregated in a makeshift shelter. Others being confused stopped going to church. 

We were caught in the middle but after much heart searching and prayer resorted to worship with the group that submitted to 

authority. Amos attended a reconciliation process initiated by the head of the UC in PNG but with no breakthrough. He also visited 

the key leader of the rebel pastors and talked with him. Pray that our brothers will come to repentance. 
 
  

 Customary land is held dearly in many Melanesian societies and comes with a price that can cost lives if not arbitrated 

properly. In the highlands of PNG this is seen in tribal fights while in the coastal areas confrontations can go beyond the physical 

or natural. Amos and his only surviving younger brother óRickyô are confronted with the defence of their customary land. Against 

them are those were graciously allowed (by Amosô grandfather) to garden and enjoy the fruits of their labour. However, these 

relatives (the Ranus and Vanames) have turned against Amos and his brother. Pray for Ricky who is alone and plays Amosô role in 

his absence. 
  

 

Pray also for justice and truth to 

prevail amongst the land mediators and 

village court magistrates who can be 

easily bribed. Pray for the fear of God. 

Amos has said that the Land belongs to 

God and we are just custodians. If need be 

Amos will have to go home to stand with 

his brother. 
 
  

 

Kenny ð found it a bit difficult at home. It was a cross-cultural experience. His usual routine in the comfort of 

home was gone. He was disoriented and sick thus resulting in losing his appetite. However, on the positive note he 
was able to get around with his cousins and made a lot of friends. He endured the humidity and braved the 
mosquito bites which he was always aware of. He was aware that we were in another country because he always 
said to his father, daddy, I want to go home �µfar far away.�¶ 


