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This is a special edition which covers my trip to the Warburton Ranges in the Gibson Desert of Western
Australia. This trip was made on the request of Brother Jonathan Bates who initially hails from the Warburton
Ranges. Jonathan has served in the Kimberly ~ (Halls Creek) for so many years. The travel was made possible' by
Graham Thompson who isthe Managing Director for Peoples 6Church soci al services at Halls Q‘E..K had f" \
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| departed for Warburton Ranges on Thursday the 21 st of May . | caught a flight into Ay ers Rock (Uluru) and was
picked up by Graham (see picture above) . We then travelled more than 500 km on dirt road before arriving at
Warburton Ranges in the evening  (see map above)

THE WARBURTONCHURCHMEETINGS

(Abovg Amos talklng to\NarburtonChurchIeaders|n a tralnlng session (Above right)Vith Church Ieadersand visitors

Unlike last year, this year G session was only for a day (Saturday the 23 ™ of May) and involved only the Warburton
Church leaders . We looked at Leadership lessons from the book of Nehemiah. The following themes were looked at (i)
A Leader and His Vision , (ii) the Work involved , (iii) the Difficulties and (iv) the Results. We then looked at how these
principles could be applied within the Church & given context and culture .

The evening meetings started on Thursday and continued throughout the we ekend. | spoke at two evening
meetings (Friday and Saturday ). On Saturday evening a group from Mount Davies along the South Australian borde r
joined the evening meeting . It was very encouraging to see young men and women profess their faith i n Christ.

However, my co ncern isthat they need to have a good Bible teac  hing program that can help these young men and
women mature in their faith

The Warburton Church isIndigenous and non-denominational , and is the only church in the Warburton ~ Township. It
reminds me of the church es in the New Testament. It is my prayer that those who intend to help the ¢ hurch must work
towards a Christian theology that is relevant and appropriate  to the Aboriginal people
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VISIT TO WANARN

(Left) Age Care Hostel at
Wanarn

(Righ)) Jonathanand Graham

with Person in Charge of
Aoe Care

Our last activity was the visit to Wanarn  (the birth place of Jonathan Bates ) on Monday the 25 ™ of May . For me this

was special because | brought Jonathan to my place last year (Nov. 2008) and now Jonathan was taking me to his
place. We visited the Aged Care facility called 6 Se v en osKusgara fkapa .0
Wanarn (see map on page 1 ) is located in the "tali" (sandhill) country 100km north of Warburton. The com munity is

on the dreaming track of the "Kungkarungkalpa" or Seven Sisters. All of its residents are Ngaanyatjarra speaking
people. Like other small communities in this region most of its residents lived on the Warburton Mission or later at the
Docker River settlement. Some travelled as far afield as the Goldfields region to obtain work but ultimately returned to
their traditional country. The close proximity of Warburton Mission allowed many to make frequent journeys back and
forth. Originally Wanarn was an outstation of Warburton and then it became a community and home to most of the
older people of the local families and a handful of children.

JONATHAN SHOWS US HIS CULTURAL HERITAGE

We were privileged that brother Jonathan had to spend some time showing us bush
tucker, traditional meeting  and hunting places , etc . Amongst these was a place he
showed us where he first met a white man (  European missionary) when he was a child.
He said that in that meeting, he was taken away with other children to the  mission

station at Warburton without the knowledge of their parents. Their parents later
followed by tracking  their path and eventually f inding them at Warburton mission station.  (Above Jonathan showsme
Graham and | spent the night at Ayers Rock on Monday the 25 of May. We drove the the bush tucker

next day ( Tuesday the 26% of May ) to Alice Springs where | caught my flight back to Sydney

ABOUT WARBURTON

f Warburton Ranges Mirlirrtjarra Community is in the Ngaanyatjarra Lands, Gibson Deser t, Western Australia. It is
located 1050 kims south west of Alice Springs and 750 kims north east of Kalgoorlie on the Great Central Road
(Outback Highway).

f Warburton or Mirlirrtjarra was the first Community to be established on the Lands as a result of the activities of the
United Aboriginal Missionaries (UAM)Wil |  and | ris Wade, who established a ba

f Inthe early days the government did not support the objectives of the mission, in par ticular education, which they
felt was wasted on a "dying race".

f By the 1950's wider nation al awareness and sympathy for the Aboriginal cause began to grow and as a result of
public pressure the government began providing funding in the form of rations. A short time later they began
supporting the education initiatives of the mission.

f From the 1970s onwards there were changes in government policy away from assimilation and towards self -
determination and self -management.

f In 1973 the UAM relinquished control of the Warburton Mission to the incorporated Warburton Aboriginal
Community with an elected Aboriginal council. In 1981 the Ngaanyatjarra Council was off icially incorporated.

Read more about the Warburton Church revival in the book Fire in the Outback ”
by John Blacket. The book is about the untold story of the Aboriginal revival
movement that began on Elcho Island in 1979. Fire in the Outback is the
Aborigines fown stories of what happened. It is a very frank, exciting and
balanced presentation that challenges our own lives as it looks at the roots,
background and results of a revival that points the way for the future

PRAYER REQUESF

f Praise and thank God for the opportunity to minister to the Church at Warburton

f Pray for the Warburton Church that it will be able to d iscern biblical truth from error.
f Pray for Pastor Livingston and the leaders that they will work together.

f Pray for the Church s witness within the community.

f Pray for future opportunity for  Warburton Church leadership training
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